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we cannot trace the annual produce for want of a general statement which
may present the several purguntiahs under one view. This you must there-
fore send us, as also a general statement of the revenues of every province
made up at the annual poonah, which may exhibit at one view, the receipts,
disbursments and clear revenue paid into the treasury, which should make a
number in your packet.
57.    In   your   letter   of   the   21st   January    1762   paragraph   8,    you
mentioned an agreement proposed for letting the Corry Jury lands for a long
term at a small rent to encourage the cultivation of them.   This plan seems
afterwards set aside, hut we do not find you have substituted any other measure
in lieu thereof.   The object is an important one, and if you have not already
clone it, we direct you seriously to attend to the improvement of these lands
and to inform us minutely of every step you take therein.
58.    We shall suspend our judgment of the plan proposed by the Assay
Master for regulating the mint until we receive your further opinion on that
subject. We observe that he proposes to refine the silver
Novr. ' 1764 Paras. a^ter tne European manner, by which he assures, that a
79, SO, 81. 6 Feby. saving will be made to the merchant of one per cent; if so,
1/65, para 36.          ^^ metnoc[ js undoubtedly to be preferred, but this as well
as some other alterations proposed must be left to the proofs which time may
produce. It does not appear what the charge of refining amounts to, nor what
the charge of allay [alloy] in cases where the silver is finer
Cons. 19th & 22nd ^^ ^ proposed standard, a very particular account of
Novr.   1764  & 21st         .            r    r                          j             j   i
Jan. 1765.                which should have been given, and you must not fail to do
so in your next advices, as well as the duties on coinage and
all other charges attending a parcel of bullion brought to the mint to be
coined, from the time It enters the mint as bullion until it be issued as specie.
59.    In the second article of the mint regulations, a method is proposed
for registering the bullion in the assay office when brought to be coined,
and a time is limited for issuing it in coin; to this article it is proper to add,
that those who bring and register their bullion first, shall have their coin
delivered first and that no other preference be given.
60.    It is of great importance that the coins be carefully kept up to their
proper standard, and as there is no other check in this very essential part of
the trust reposed in the Assay and Mint Master, but the trial which the samples
or musters of coins sent over to us undergo at the Tower6, it is therefore very
obvious, that unless those samples be very faithfully and impartially taken,
a fair judgment cannot be made ; you should therefore make this an object
of your attention and establish some method that may answer the proposed
end.   The best which occurs to us is that (not trusting to inferiors), you do
yourselves at unstated times take indiscriminately from any parcel of rupees
coined in the course of the year, the samples to be sent home.
61.    In considering this subject we have been led to some thoughts on
the state of the specie in Bengal, and what strikes us the most is the very
injurious custom of reducing annually the batta of a sicca rupee? until it sinks
to a certain value considerably less than that at which it issues from the mint;
whatever may have given rise and continuance to this usage; it certainly must
be productive of great inconvenience to trade in general, and consequently